2021
: 'TACKLE

GUIDE
32 pages to

pore over

120E 1Y HOWIYS H‘ LNOAL

ZeI'S -~

The sl'nart methud to hegin your =
B stlllwater seasun = ﬁ :

,-ﬁ.
e

L'ﬁ £ : i '._: ;

o x - ¢ ¥

= S e ﬂ'“ s : Fis e

S e N oo i A.:,E, s

ﬁ . '. 1 -"l‘.l.-ﬁ\ﬁ' i _"_' =

: I'l léfllt bllZ NER £

e
-

‘NEW SECTioN =
_THE - %
KNOWLEDGE

A wealth of expert tms
andxtlmely-adwce =

S OSHNH ], o V] CHOISIL] o NOWTVS 304 ONINNLIG o L0001 HOOMIAV(]

KNI ‘n'_IZ]l-'l.."'di i 1L = il :n

- J'Ewr:uﬂ aﬁtm@ tr:::nuf Spnrt .-
~on Dartmmr

= _,&a Lessons from a
- - ““respected Tay rud

OO0 RONTVSOSVINONHE

J‘J_

APRIL 2031 £4.T5 Cr 22



COVER IMAGE: RIVER EAST DART BY RICHARD FAULKES

Contents

32-PAGE
GEAR GUIDE
INSIDE

INSPIRATION

12 Alastair Peake and friends enjoy
summer fishing on the Thurso

30 The Sussex Piscatorial Society

44 Borders rod lain McLeod s
treasured tackle and Mies

48 Jon Beer describes lots in the

Wild Trout Trust annual auction

54 The wild brownies of Dartmoor

challenge Don Stazicker

67

74

82

Jim Coates talks high-water
spinming tactics with a Tay maestro

Bunning the rule over Blakewell
Trout Fishery in Devon

Paul Procter advises a cautious
approach on the Bourne Rivulet

COMMENT

3
8
22
24
41
42

Editor’s welcome

First Cast

On the River with Dani Morey
Letters to the editor

Bob White is The Gillie

Simon Cooper talks trout

130 Last Cast goes to Giles Catchpole

THE KNOWLEDGI

a1
az

1
98

A quick fix for damaged line loops

Your problems solved by our
experts in Game-fishers” Surgery

Get more oul of 2 hare’s mask

Steve Cullen’s straight-line buzzer
method for spring on stillwaters

102 Moments that change our Eshing

103 Stwart Foxall ties a modern classic

FLY-TYING

27

62

80

Stan Headley's history of the
Invicla — a remarkable wet-{ly

The fine trout and bass patterns of
Frenchman Philippe Dolivet

Alex Jardine selects three of his
favourite river flies

REGULARS

10 Gallery

107 Fishing reporis

122 Troutmasters update
124 Reader offer

125 Crossword competition

126 Property for zale



A mixed case of fine patterns from the vice
of Frenchman Philippe Dolivet

HILE THE LIFE OF A
fishing instructor or
guide might seem
idvllic, it does come
with pressures, not least
a client’s expectations.
It takes a special type
of person, and one posgesging a precise range of
technical skills, to make the grade = someone like
Philippe Dolivet. Phil, as he likes to be known, has
enjoved a varied career including a number of vears

as editor of Plaisirs de la Péche magazine, sadly no
longer published, which focused on fly-fishing in
France and around the world. He followed a similar
path and has fished in no less than 35 countries for
species ranging from salmon, trout and grayling
o pike, carp, shad and bass — both the freshwater
largemouth species and the European sea bags.
Philippe is baged cloze to the town of Commana
in Erittany in the Celtic region known as Finistere,
literally “the end of the earth”. It encompasses a
veritable spiders web of (ly-fishing streams and

“His regular haunt is

Brittany's rocky coastline”

headwaters where wild brown trout offer the light-
tackle enthusiast endless opportunities.

Along with guiding anglers fishing for trout and
grayling in France and the UK, Philippe, an IGFA
certified captain, has established a reputation as
one of France's foremost bass-fishing guides, His
regular haunt is northern Brittany’s rocky coastline,
which [ringes breathtaking azure seas, The magical
Morlaix Bay is a particular favourite, Rich in wildlife
and studded with numercous islands, it provides
a perfect habitat for the predatory bass, Here, he
launches his skiff, a craft perfectly designed for
working the shallow flats and oyster beds — features
that make it possible, in the right conditions, to
sight-fish for this wonderful species.

One of his most effective bass flies is the Bay of
Morlaix Blue Anchovy, which Philippe normally
fishes on either a 7wt or 8wt floating or intermediate
line. This set-up allows him to fish either over the
shallow Mlats between iglands, or the drop-offs along
the edges of deeper channels. The fluorocarbon
leader strength varies from 8lb to 121b, the diameter

DRENNECWOODCOCK

Hook Size 12-16 THMC 3F615P-0L Thread Claret Gordon Griffith’s 14/
Body Matural hare's ear dubbing Rilb Fine gold wire Tall 10-12 fibres of
" pardd encindid o™ Cog de Leon, iid short Collar Woodoock soft hackie
feathor (273 turns max) Haad Clanet tyandg thread

This is ong of Philippe's mest popular signature patberns and is evan

=

BAY OF MORLAIX
BLUEANCHOVY

Haook Size 2/0-6 Gamakatsyu SW series wide gape SCI5
Thraad Kevlo OV fine ranslucent Belly Polar white EP Fibre
Mid-wing Electric blue Wing M' Flash and chartrewse Flashabou Acoent
Top wing Groy HID Slinky fibre and original stéel blue EP Fibre
Eyes Grmm sdhesive, chartreute/Black Coating UV Clear Fly Finish
Gills Permanent red Pantone pen

This light. moabile baitfish imitation is desigred to be fished along
thi shorgling and for sight-fishing in shallow water, especially ot low tide,
It's one of Philippe's mast effective bass flies.

depending on water clarity. fly size and the density
of snags where the fish are lving.

Claser to Philippe’s home is Lac du Drennec, a
man-made lake stocked with rainbow and brown
trout. Its a rich water with abundant insect life and
a good head of grown-on fish that require a careful
approach. Here, one of Philippe’s most successful
patterns is his Drennec Woodcock, a classic hackled
wel-fly made of natural Breton materials, including
hare’s fur and woodcock feather, The collar of
woodcock, a hydrophobic leather, helps the fly stay
up in the surface film. It's also tied with a body of
olive dubbing ribbed with copper or silver wire
and a lighter woodcock feather, so it can suggest
anything from a caddis fly to a lake olive.

When trout are feeding on small midges, the
DoDuw, or Drennec Midge Emerger. often comes
to the rescue. Philippe designed this fly in
collaboration with his friend Pascal Dubois; the
name DoDu is constructed from the first syllables
of their surnames, The pattern is tied to git low in
the water and it's important that the short para-post
wing gits vertically. The thread body is tapered, the >

trademaried. Th combanation of the hare's fur Dady and woddoook hackie
rmakes it avery effective general momph pattern.




HOW TO TIE THE EMERGING CADDIS

Foun he theead diosn the shank, Rk i pust
angund the curve of the bend. Select a length of
becrvm Sparkde Yarn and diide inlo four Sirands.

Diraw ehed Fibees back. Apply a pinch of chocolate
becwm dubbing and fonm it inbo a thin rope o
crdate & $hin Bdchy Cowining half the shank,

Locure the emnds of Ehe yam and trim off the
waste. Prepare a small woodoock “CDC" plume
by $trokcing back its fibees. Cabchig in by its tip.

Sacure the hackde base with thread then tim
wirshe. Sirode the woadoock back, then apply
tums of duibbad Scindilla towands the e,

Cabch in the strands evendy ascund the hook —
ane on kop, one undemeath and one either side,
LG & By o neclbe=1, feadke oot the hibaes,

Drvich Ehal v N0 Dwve Buanchiees. andd dirar thim
et the top, undermneath and arcund the sides.
Lisirg & nebediie, foem them indo a looss bubbie

Lising hackie plers, grasp the woodoook feather
oy its stem and apply tao close tums, Stroking
e fibres back b5 each i made,

Add mone tums of dubbing to create a bulky
thora. Cast off the theead with a whip finish
Tease oo the thorax fur (0 sodten its outing,

.‘. :
DODU DRENNEC
MIDGE EMERGER

Hook Size 14-20 THC 5230/100/1005F-8L

Thread and bedy 5/0 Unl thread

i alive, Lan, Black dnd cream

Wing White Z-Lan or Hareking
Para Post Wing plus two stramds
of pearl Flashabou Accent
Tall White Z-Lon or Hargling
Para Post Wing

when fished dry this pattern imitates.an
adult buzzer. baut it can also be taken,
whan it's slghtly droannied, &5 a0 emerger,
Tiged sroall it can be a real “day 2aver”
wien Largeting spocky, cducated
fish in calm conditions.

g

EMERGING CADDIS
SPARKLE PUPA

Hook Sioe 146-18 TMC 206 BL or 226BL
Thresd: 80 olivie oF Brown
Bubbila La Fontaing Antron Sparkle Yarn,
brown or dark green
Abdomen/body Fhy-Rite (no,40 caddis
P gredn and neG Chooolatt Brown)
Coallar Woosdeasck COC
Therax Scintila Dubbing (no. 289 dark
hare’s mask and no. 84 rhyacophila green)

Thig imithtion of an emerging caddis or
sedge Iy can be ted b a number of colour
combénaticns and o match any number of

spcies, It's particulariy effective for
ternpling ultra-seledtig fish even when
they are leeding on tiny insects.

‘A size I8 or 20 can save the day when

chasing spooky overwintered fish”

combination of wing and body creating a small
silhouette, even on a reasonably large hook. It's
highly effective when trout are feeding on tiny adult
midges like those found on Drennec, A size 18 or 20
can save the day when chasing spooky overwintered
fish in bright calm conditions and it also works well
for wild river trout and gravling.

The Saint Phil Black Nymph was designed
25 years ago when Philippe was heavily involved in
stillwater competitions. The pattern was first tied
on the shores of a small, clear Normandy reservoir
where Philippe hzhed a competition called the
Saint-Philbert, the name taken Irom the village
of Saint-Philbert-sur-Risle. It won him a number
of competitions in France and the UK, and has
been ever present in his nymph box since. It is best
fished on a long Nuorocarbon leader with a slow
figure-of-eight retrieve.

The Mayfly Cripple Emerger is an adaptation of
the Quigley Cripple Green Drake Emerger. Philippe
met its inventor, Bob Quigley, 35 years ago when
Bob was his guide on the Fall River in Northern
California. They shared some great fishing
moments and when Philippe took the chance to
examine the contents of Bob's fly-boxes, he instantly
recognised him as an innovative genius. Philippe’s
version is effective with picky trout, especially when
theyre ignoring duns and preferring emergers or
stillborn naturals. [t has to be fished like a dry-fly.

The Emerging Caddis Sparkle Pupa may be tied in
different colour combinations, depending on the
caddis species that are hatching. On Brittany’s
rivers, which are similar to many in the UK, brown,
green and black versions are most effective, while
a fly with a translucent white bubble can be highly
productive, Interestingly, the Pupa often works
well on bigger fish, even those feeding on tiny
insects. With its sparkling bubble suggesting a
vulnerable emerging caddis, it can make fish lose
their wariness and take confidently even in bright
conditions. Tied on a size 12-14 hook, it is also
effective in still water during the evening hatch,

You can find out more about Philippe at
brittanyflyfishing.com/fen W

WORDE AND PICTURES: PETER GATHERCOLE

SAINT PHIL
BLACKNYMPH

Hook Size 12-16 TMC 37615P-8L
Waelght G-2 turns of fing l¢ad wirg
Black

Tall Matural guinea fowl ibres

Rl Fine Flashback pearl tinsel
Body Black pigaon harl

Tharax Dyed-rid peacock ke

Lags Matural guinea fowl fibres,
three or four on each sida

This Aawrmph is o Killer in clear, shallow
water, especially in the spring whon water
temperatures are still low. It works best
fishved on the point of a bong, fine leadaer
wEing o show figure-of-gight retrigve,

MAYFLY CRIPPLE
EMERGER

Haak Size 10-12 T 2008 o Ahidx
Fws0l Thread Roman Moser Power Silk
100, olive Tall Light brovwn mallard fibres
Exuvla {(shuck) Olive Hareline Para Post

Rib Qlivie-thyed pescock herd
Body/abdomen Sandy yellow
theck Kavlar thineadd
Thorax Cark golden~gdive Scintilla dubbing
Wing Fing: dyed-olive deer huir
Hackla Two dyed-olive cock neck
hackles or dyed-olive grizzie hackles

This genaric mayfhy imitation can be tied
i & vanety af calaurs and shades o imitate
awide range of maylly species. The cripple

style is particulariy effective when trout

are ignorning the fully fermed duns,
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